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St John’s Church (SO16 8AH) is in Horns Drove, Rownhams. 

St Boniface Church (SO16 0YB) is in Church Lane, Nursling. 
 

The Parish Office is usually staffed Monday to Friday 9.30am to 11.30am 

(excluding public holidays) and it is sometimes staffed remotely, so please do 

not call into the office in person, except by arrangement.  

However, the answer machine and email are checked regularly. 

Telephone: 023 8073 8293. email: office@twinspires.org.uk 

Our website is www.twinspires.org.uk 
 

This magazine is available to read on our website. If you would like to have 

your own printed copy of Twin Spires News, it is available from either of our 

church buildings, price 60p per copy or £6 for 1 year (Jan to Dec). Copies may 

be delivered free within the area, by arrangement.  
 

There are a number of ways you can donate to church funds (outlined on page 

25). Bank Transfer is the preferred method. More information on ‘giving’ is 

available from the Office and the church website. There is also a 

link which offers a very simple option for any one-

off on-line gifts. Look for the donate button on our 

website, or use the QR code. 
 

 

Registered Charity Number 1130927 

Cover Image: Lighthouse, by Sandi O’Donnell 

mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
http://www.twinspires.org.uk/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a95c497c-0e09-4ae2-82e7-18879652e7d7
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You are indeed my rock and my fortress;  
for Your name’s sake lead me and guide me 

(Psalm 31.3 NRSVA) 

Verse of the Month 
Hosea 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

July is a month that is named after Julius Caesar, a great Roman general 
and statesman.  For Caesar things did not end well, as in ‘crossing the 
Rubicon’ he became effectively a dictator and his days were numbered.  

You may recall Caesar was undone by his closest allies.  This month we 
have seen the resignation of the prime minister after a whole host of 
colleagues resigned from his government. One thing is for sure, life is full 
of change as its seasons come and go. 

At cathedrals up and down the country in recent times many have been 
ordained to the ministry.  You may well be familiar with some who have 
undertaken this step.  For me, it was perhaps the greatest life change I have 
encountered.  It has certainly caused me to reset many of my priorities and 
there’s no escaping the fact that it has meant immense change as I do my 
best to serve our churches and community.  Christian service in my 
experience has certainly been an enormous blessing and a privilege. 

In the last few weeks, I have been involved in school year six leavers’ 
services at St John’s church.  These have been wonderful events, where 
teachers, parents and many volunteers have come together to support the 
young people, to have not just a wonderful time, but to think about what 
moving to a new school is all about.  It was interesting to learn what many 
were anticipating as they ‘stepped up’ to the ‘big’ school.  Different and 
new teachers, new subjects to grapple with, meeting new friends and 
experiencing new things, doing proper PE, losing friends from existing 
schools, as they move to different schools, and learning to tie ties! 

The thing is, life never stands still, whether in the realms of power and 
politics, or at school, or in the ordinary ups-and-downs of everyday life. 
Change is always afoot.  Indeed, I was reminded of this when I came 
across an old hymn: 

‘Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy…… how blest 
are they who in the Lord confide.’ 
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I was attempting to relay this to the school children as our leavers’ 
services concluded: that whatever we go through in life, God is with us.  I 
wonder in a world that changes from moment to moment, in a world where 
new challenges face us every day, how do we anchor ourselves to deal 
with the change we encounter?  Does God change too?  Can we really 
trust that He will be the same today and tomorrow?  What does the Bible 
say? Isaiah 40.28 reminds us: 

‘Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow 
weary; his understanding is unsearchable.’ 

It gives us confidence that, whatever else is going on in our lives, when 
change happens, God is in control and in Him we can trust. 

I have been privileged to watch some of the children in our two schools 
grow and mature as they prepare to make this next transition in their lives. 
For us in church, maturity in our faith as we move from milk to solid food is 
an expectation of discipleship, of growing faith. 

Without the help and support of many volunteers, we could not have 
hoped to run the leavers’ days for our schools.  It required people giving 
up a whole day, to sacrifice their time and energy for the good of others.  

With our school leavers we performed a drama, as we depicted a 
contemporary telling of the good Samaritan.  This passage has much to 
say about taking responsibility and getting involved rather than standing by 
on the side-lines and letting Jesus do it all. 

People often accuse the Christian faith of simply being a ‘crutch for the 
weak’.  The good Samaritan challenges such a view.  Each of us is called 
to roll up our sleeves and ‘get stuck in’ and to play our part in serving, as 
we take up the challenge of being Christ’s body here on earth, as we move 
through all the changing scenes of our lives. 

As we contemplate those inevitable changing scenes of life, as we look at 
our own situations, we see constant change.  As we emerge tentatively 
from one of the greatest challenges we have ever encountered, a global 
pandemic, there are always new opportunities to serve, and new things to 
do, as the body of Christ.  Serving others is the result of truly realising 
what Jesus did for us.  We actually want to tell everyone in the world about 
it, not just through what we say but also through what we do. 

Serving others is the result of our thankfulness.  That’s the motivation 
behind a serving body.  That’s why we serve.  Because serving gives us a 
way to live out our thankfulness.  
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Love God first and your neighbour as yourselves, the parable of the good 
Samaritan tells us.  I wonder what responsibility, and what ‘learning 
through doing’, might Christ be calling each of us to, so that we can better 
serve God, and each other, as Christ’s body in our churches. 

Rev Graeme 
 

Street Pastors Milestone Event 

We are delighted to share that Vanessa has recently completed over 100 

volunteer hours with Southampton Street Pastors as a Street Pastor in one 

of our busy Saturday night city centre teams. 

Vanessa has been a volunteer with Southampton Street Pastors since 

October 2020 and has completed 18 patrols. She is very committed, 

enthusiastic, humble and ever faithful. Vanessa brings a tangible grace and 

wisdom with her to the streets. We count ourselves very blessed to have her 

within our ministry. 

Southampton Street Pastors have been going for over 12 years with around 

140 volunteers from 50 churches involved in this wonderful ministry, 

helping to bring His church into the community and make a difference.  

We routinely see incredible fruit which has only come about by the work of 

our wonderful volunteers, on the streets and in prayer (and a lot of help 

from the Lord!) We are simply a tool for the churches and our ministry 
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gives many opportunities to demonstrate the Gospel in a practical sense and 

by sharing our faith through conversation and prayer. We regularly pray for 

people on the streets, provide bibles and signpost towards Alpha. 

We are always looking for new Street Pastor recruits. If you, or someone 

you know, might enjoy this ministry do contact us, as we are constantly 

being asked to put on more patrols.  

Our next Street Pastor training will commence on 7th 

October 2022 (full dates on the website: 

www.southamptonstreetpastors.org/). We are also 

looking for Prayer Pastors who can join us at any time 

and do not have to complete any formal training.        

Mike Sarson 

Operations Manager, Southampton Street Pastors  

Tel. 023 8033 3387 & 07718 311528 
 

Our Vision: As a Church Community We Seek to: 

 

 

George Gould 

We were sad to learn that George, the husband of our dear Glennis, 

died peacefully on 4th July, aged 91. Our thoughts, prayers and love 

are with Glennis and her family at this difficult time. 

George was a quietly supportive husband and father, to Glennis and their 

family, for over 50 years. He continued to make a good cup of tea, loved to 

play his piano – and was never happier than when he was in his garden.  

The funeral will be on Thurs 4th Aug at 11.15am in St John's Church and the 

family would like to welcome as many of our church family as possible. 

http://www.southamptonstreetpastors.org/
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Contemporary Worship Service 

On Sunday 10th July, our evening service in St John’s Church was led by a 

group of young people from KCC (King’s Community Church, Hedge End).  

It was an amazing service and the music was uplifting, as the young people 

led us in contemporary worship songs played by the band, including 

Hanna, Sam, Ozzie, Niff and André. So inspiring! 

It was wonderful to hear young people so confident in sharing their faith. 

Many thanks to them all for coming along to St John’s Church and we hope 

they will visit again.          Pat & Sharon Wills 

Thank you to everyone who came along to participate in the evening. 

Other comments following the service: 

What a wonderful time of worship. xxx  

Thank you so much to you all for sharing your faith with us xxx 

 

Wonderful service and great young people - really well done!  

 

It was a wonderful service. 

I'm so glad to have been there to see the  

obvious love, devotion and talent they have.  

Thank you  
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St Boniface Church News 

After many years in planning, we now have a cleared car park space next to 

the church. There is still a lot of work to do but many thanks are due to 

those people who have made this possible, especially John McGinty, our 

mastermind for this ongoing project. 

Our Friday gang don’t just work on Fridays – for example on other days, 

some of them are repointing and repairing the wall adjacent to the lane as 

an ongoing project. 

On Sunday July 10th we 

celebrated ‘Sea Sunday’ at St. 

Boniface Church and. the flower 

ladies were busy decorating the 

church with nautical displays in 

blue and white. Window 

displays represented all those 

who work on ships, albeit for 

our protection, providing our 

food, or in the cruise industry. 

Many thanks to Frank Wright 

for the selection of photos: 
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We propose to have our ‘Wedding Dresses Past and Present’ exhibition 

and Wedding Fair on Saturday 15th October. More details of participating 

businesses in the next issues.             Avis Wood 
 

Now the weather is warmer, you might like to make use of the various 

benches around our churchyards which are available for quiet prayer and 

reflection! Do make use of them at any time. 
 

PCC Legacy Policy Nursling and Rownhams PCC welcomes gifts in wills, 

however large or small. We will use such gifts to make a difference to the 

work of the church (eg by funding development projects in the parish, 

whether buildings, equipment or staff). We will consult with the executors 

to identify the sorts of projects the donor would have liked 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that if you wish to visit Winchester Cathedral at any time, 

then the Parish Office has six passes allowing free entry? These may be 

borrowed by any member of the congregation. Please contact the office: 

office@twinspires.org.uk 

mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
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Ladies’ Catch Up 

Following the successful relaunch of our ladies' social get-

togethers, and the ladies’ breakfast last month, we now plan 

to meet regularly on the second Saturday morning of each 

month, for a catch up in St John’s Church Hall. 

Please join us at our next gathering for a cuppa, catch up and cake on  

Saturday 13th August from 9.30 - 11.00am in St John's Church Hall. 

Please contact Tracey by Wednesday 10th August if you are 

coming, or for more details: 07904 502214 

Hope to see you there!                                       Tracey Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friendship Club is taking a Summer Break during August, 

next meeting Thursday 15th September 

The Club, which is in recess until mid-September, is run by an 

eight-member Committee (all volunteers) in the Village Hall, 

Nursling Street. 

Since the advent of COVID-19 we have used a 2 metre spacing of individuals, 

pairs and bubbles, which has been successful in protecting our members. 

Monthly team-quizzes (general knowledge and pub-style) help us to fight 

dementia. Each week, varied, good-quality entertainers keep us happy and 

ready to combat the rest of the week’s problems. New members will be 

warmly welcomed when we restart.     Sheila & Alan Bulpit 

 
 

We are happy to receive foreign currency (notes and 

coins) and ‘out of circulation’ UK notes and coins, which 

we are able to convert into funds for our churches. 

Periodically we send off ‘our stash’ for conversion. Our 

most recent batch raised £111.74! Thank you!  

Look out for the ‘Funny Money’ Box in church. 
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Cleaning up Romsey Road/ Baker's Drove 

On Saturday July 2nd more than a dozen people, of varying ages, attempted 

to clear the area around the lower end of Bakers Drove and Romsey Road, 

up to the traffic lights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was very helpful to have young pickers who were willing and able to 

penetrate areas of undergrowth to retrieve abandoned food packaging 

(especially near bus stops). We found many cigarette butts, which are hard 

to collect and look unimpressive in the bags. We were pleased to put some 

bottles straight into the nearby bottle bank, rather than lug them to our start 

point. 

It was also so encouraging to have the support of over one hundred local 

people, when the picture and quick ‘thank you’ was posted on Facebook. 

Please watch for notice of next month's location on Facebook and the 

Church website: we plan to meet on Saturday 6th August at 10.30am. 

All welcome, bring gloves and suitable footwear: children need to 

bring an adult. 

Thanks everyone! 

Mary Carter and Marion Swinerd 
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How the Climate Crisis is Affecting the Horn of Africa 

The climate crisis has changed weather patterns in this region. With four 

successive years now of failed rains, food is scarce and another harvest has 

withered away. People are forced to rely on expensive food imports, but the 

war in Ukraine has led to prices skyrocketing even further. And with wheat 

imports being blocked, supplies of essentials are running low. 

The lack of rains has led to water shortages across the region. As water 

sources dry up, communities are forced to travel even further to collect 

water – which is often dirty. In some areas water has to be transported by 

water merchants but is then sold at a price most people cannot afford. 

Communities are forced to make tough decisions, such as whether to use 

the water to drink or to wash themselves with. The lack of water has also 

led to livestock perishing. In Ethiopia, more than 1.5 million farm animals, 

which families relied on for food and income, have died. This has pushed 

even more people into poverty. 

Children are bearing the brunt of this crisis – their opportunities for the 

future are being taken away. With families being pushed further into 

poverty, school fees are a luxury many can no longer afford. And even if 
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they could, children are often forced to miss classes due to walking miles to 

collect water or because they are too tired from hunger to make the 

journey to school.  

Ethiopia has one of the highest rates of child marriage in the world, with an 

estimated 40 per cent of girls marrying before the age of 18. And in areas 

experiencing extended periods of drought there has recently been a 

dramatic increase in girls being forced to marry into wealthier families 

while they are still children. Parents believe that their daughters will have 

better chances of survival this way, and they can also use the money from 

the daughter’s dowry to feed their other children. 

For rural communities, who rely on farming, the prolonged drought has 

made their way of life impossible. It is also having a devastating effect on 

the land itself. Without regular rainfall, the land becomes dry. This means 

when the rains do come, the land can no longer absorb the rain like it used 

to. This leads to flash flooding – as the water has nowhere to go. Homes 

and what little crops or cattle are left are soon washed away. 

With food and water scarce and the harvests failing, more and more people 

are forced to leave their homes and move elsewhere in the hope they can 

find food, work and refuge. The people who leave are often exploited for 

cheap labour. And with the entire region suffering from the effects of the 

drought, it’s not a crisis many can escape from. 

Tearfund and their local partners are trying to help by: 

• Providing emergency food 

• Building wells 

• Providing solar-powered water pumps 

• Working with faith and community leaders to raise awareness of the 

harms of child marriage 

• Supporting people in self-help groups 

• Meeting with UK MPs to help them understand how they can help 

by committing urgent funding 

• Training farmers with new techniques so they can adapt to the 

changing weather. 

But the need is great and their resources are stretched as never before. 

Taken from tearfund.org  

Claire Thompson 
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Church Services in  
Our livestreamed worship is primarily via our YouTube channel. For 

morning services inside church buildings, we have now relaxed coronavirus 

restrictions a little. However, those wishing to maintain social distancing are 

invited to use the designated seating areas: transepts/balcony. 

Tea and coffee are served after the 10am service and we offer a Crèche at St 

John’s Church during this service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. 

We hope to provide Prayer Ministry at 10am and 6.30pm services. St John’s 

Church is open for personal prayer most Wednesday mornings from 10am. 

For the latest news and online links, as well as videos of services/service 

sheets, please visit www.twinspires.org.uk . We are working to refine our 

website and welcome suggestions to office@twinspires.org.uk for content 

and improvements.  

  Sunday 7th August – Trinity 8  

10am  Twinspires@10Together  

             outside St John’s Church (no livestream this week) 

11am  Morning Prayer in St Boniface Church 

6.30pm  Holy Communion in St John’s Church 
 

  Sunday 14th August – Trinity 9  

10am  Holy Communion in St John’s Church (+ Crèche)  

  also livestreamed via YouTube  

11am   Morning Prayer in St Boniface Church 

6.30pm  Evening Service in St John’s Church 
 

  Sunday 21st August – Trinity 10 

10am  Morning Service in St John’s Church,  

 also livestreamed via YouTube  

11am  Holy Communion in St Boniface Church 

6.30pm  Evening Service in St John’s Church  
 

  Sunday 28th August – Trinity 11 

10am  Morning Service in St John’s Church (+ Crèche) 

 Street Pastors Special Service also livestreamed via YouTube 

11am  Morning Prayer in St Boniface Church 

3.30pm  Cream tea & ‘Songs of Praise’ outside St John’s Church 

 (more details to follow). 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyd55m7fhacYwlFlD7UorHg
http://www.twinspires.org.uk/
mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyd55m7fhacYwlFlD7UorHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyd55m7fhacYwlFlD7UorHg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyd55m7fhacYwlFlD7UorHg
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What’s On During the Week 

Links for online activities can be found on the website:www.twinspires.org.uk.  
 

Weekdays – Morning Prayer streamed on Zoom or Facebook. 

Via  Zoom at 9.30am on Mondays and Tuesdays  

Via  Zoom at 9am on Wednesdays (open prayer) and Fridays 

Visit www.twinspires.org.uk for the Morning Prayer Zoom Link 

Meeting ID: 112 879 792 Password: 107871  

Via Facebook at 10am on Thursdays: 

https://www.facebook.com/NurslingAndRownhams/live/  
 

Mondays 7-8.15pm MORE for ages 11-16 (resumes in September) 

Contact the youth team: youth@twinspires.org.uk 
 

Tuesdays 7.30pm Alpha Course on Zoom  

A new Alpha group will begin in the Autumn – dates to be confirmed 
 

Wednesdays 7.00 - 7.45am Early Morning Prayer in St John’s Church 

St John’s Church is open most Wednesday mornings from 10am  

for personal prayer 
 

Wednesdays 7.30pm Virtual Bible Study group on Zoom  

We hope to start a NEW home group in September, to meet in people's 

homes, in place of the virtual Bible Study on Zoom. More details to 

follow soon. In the meantime, please get in touch with Graeme or the 

Office if you may be interested in attending or hosting a home group  
 

Thursdays 2.15-3.45pm Nursling & Rownhams  

Friendship Club in the Village Hall, Nursling  

Summer break until Thursday 15th Sept (see page 10) 
 

Alternate Thursdays 8-9pm, CONNECT! on Zoom for young adults 

(Summer break during August, resumes fortnightly in September)  
 

First Tuesdays 7.30pm Craft Group  

(2nd August TBC) in St John’s Church Hall  
 

First & third Thursdays 10am – midday Coffee Break 

Summer break during August (next meeting 1st September) 
 

Saturday 6th August 9.30am – Virtual Vestry Vigil on  Zoom 
  

Saturday 6th August 10.30-11.30am – Litter pick (See page 11)  

Meeting location, once decided, will be advertised on the church website 
 

Saturday 13th August 9.30 – 11am Ladies’ Get Together 

in St John's Church Hall (see page 10)  

Contact Tracey Jones by Weds 10th Aug if you are coming.

http://www.twinspires.org.uk/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
http://www.twinspires.org.uk/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/112879792?pwd=Mkt3MUxLV3g2SmVPSEZIaVpTVC9Bdz09
https://www.facebook.com/NurslingAndRownhams/live/
mailto:youth@twinspires.org.uk
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85673364283?pwd=MWg5M2E3TWkwS3hHNW9zL2grOUErQT09#success
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/215349094?pwd=UXRlUXNBZkg3MGN2b2tBbHF0OVZrUT09
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 

 Contributions for Next Month’s Twin Spires Magazine  

by 6 pm, Sunday 14th August 2022 

Preferably by email to twinspiresnews@live.co.uk or,  

alternatively, to: Mary Carter, 12 Horsebridge Way (paper copy). 

Please check you receive an acknowledgement of your email. 
 

 Sunday 28th August 3.30pm - Cream Tea & ‘Songs of Praise’ 

outside St John’s Church  

(more details to follow). 
 

 Saturday 10th Sept 8.30am – Ladies’ Get Together (Breakfast) in  

St John’s Church Hall. Ladies’ Get Togethers take place on the 2nd 
Saturday each month. Contact Tracey Jones to reserve your place. 

 

 Saturday 17th September 8.30am– Men’s Monthly Breakfast  

The Men’s Breakfast takes place on the third Saturday of each month 

(excluding August). Please get in touch with Mike Bunce if you would 

be happy to host in Sept or Nov. 

 

‘Feel-good’ Shopping Online to Help the Parish 

If you’re shopping online, the www.smile.amazon.co.uk site provides all 

the same products, service and cost, but Amazon donates .0.5% of the net 

purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and 

shipping fees) of eligible purchases to a charitable 

organisation of your choice.  

We are registered as: The Ecclesiastical Parish of Nursling with Rownhams.  
 

The PCC is also registered with 

EasyFundRaising, where the retailer will make a 

donation to a registered charity at no additional 

cost to the person doing the buying. Please consider nominating our 

churches when you shop online. Lots of different retailers are registered and 

will donate up to 2.5% of the value of your online shopping.  

We are registered as: Nursling and Rownhams PCC. 

A total of £172.71 has been raised (as at 5th July).  

Thank you to everyone who has helped.  
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/nurslingandrownhamspcc/payments/63/ 

mailto:twinspiresnews@live.co.uk
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/nurslingandrownhamspcc/payments/63/


 17 

 
 

 

The Coffee Break Team doesn’t meet as a group in August, in order to give 

our lovely volunteers a well-earned rest and for any cleaning and 

refurbishment to be carried out in the Community Centre. 

Coffee Break is a friendly group who meet together for a chat over coffee 

and cake. We welcome new visitors and it’s also a good time for carers, or 

those they care for, to take a break and to make new friends.  

So, no meetings in August, but we look forward to meeting as usual in 

September on the first and third Thursdays: 

Next month we meet on September 1st & 15th between 10am and midday. 

The Coffee Break Team 

 

Meditation on the Good Use of Sickness 

Lord, You are good and gentle in all Your ways; and Your mercy is so 

great that not only the blessings but also the misfortunes of Your people are 

channels of Your compassion.  

Grant that I may turn to You as a Father in my present condition since the 

change in my own state from health to sickness brings no change to You. 

You are always the same, and You are my loving Father in times of trouble 

and in times of joy alike.      Blaise Pascal (1623 – 1662) 

(mathematician and scientist) 

 

Transfiguration 
 

On the cloudy mountain 

they spoke about His departure: 

light shone from Him 

as He bridged two rivers, 

slid eternity into time, 

just for a moment 
 

and we amazingly could hardly 

stay awake; 

our eyes were heavy, unseeing  

almost preferring sleep to glory 

until a shout disturbed the 

magic, 

piercing the fragile 

shekinah sheet, 

dissolving the picture 

and striking us all dumb, 
 

quite dumb – but then 

a stiller, smaller voice 

came from the cloud: 

we woke and listened then 

 Tim Lenton 
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       The Transfiguration  

In August we remember the Transfiguration of Jesus on top of the mountain. 

The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-36) and 

gives us just a glimpse of Jesus’ future glory. 

It happened at a time when Jesus’ ministry was busy and popular. But on this 

day, he made time to take Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a 

high mountain. In the fourth century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as 

Mount Tabor (and there is a great church up there today), but others believe it 

more likely to have been one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which rises 

to about 9,000 feet, and overlooks Caesarea Philippi. 

High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly transfigured before his disciples. 

His face began to shine as the sun, his garments became white and dazzling. 

Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with him. A 

bright cloud overshadowed the disciples. A voice spoke out of the cloud, saying 

that Jesus was his beloved son, whom the disciples should ‘hear’. God’s 

dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to Jesus. Then, just as 

suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well, these 

two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old 

Testament. But now they are handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law 

and the Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. 

That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples. Peter mentions it in his 

second letter, 2 Peter 1:16 - 19 - invariably the reading for this day. 
 

 

Transfiguration 

Jesus  Mountain 

Tabor  Hermon 

 

Caesarea Moses 

Philippi  Dwelling 

High  Mankind 

Shine  Law 

Face  Prophets 

 

Cloud  Peter 

Transformed James 

White     John 

Dazzling Fear 

Elijah  glory 
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Save Money and Help the Planet 

Two simple things that we could all do: 

1. Buy eco bamboo or recycled toilet paper.  

Bamboo is zero carbon but comes from China. However, the recycled 

toilet paper is made here in the UK and they plant a tree for every roll 

purchased.  

 To buy or for more information, please visit the website: 

serioustissues.com . (Other toilet rolls are available). 

 

2. Vinted: You can buy second-hand clothes online instead of buying new, 

(although you can buy new clothes that people have purchased and no 

longer need).  

So, all the clothes in your drawers that you no longer wear or need, can 

be sold on the Vinted site as well.  

This means that you can save money, make money, and reduce your 

reliance on new clothes, as they say that the fashion industry accounts 

for 8 to 10% of all global carbon emissions. (In 

comparison, flying is 2.5 to 3.5%) Why not give it a 

go? I have! Full details on their website: vinted.co.uk 

Peter Skidmore 
 

We offer a mini-recycling centre at St John’s Church for the following items  

• Plastic milk bottle tops (clean, not foil) 

• Inkjet cartridges (not laser cartridges) 

• Used postage stamps, ideally with a 1cm margin. 
 

There are collection boxes for donations to the Basics Bank inside each 

church. Contact the office office@twinspires.org.uk if you would like to 

arrange to leave any donations during a weekday morning. Please do not 

leave Basics Bank donations in the porch. 

https://www.serioustissues.com/
http://www.vinted.co.uk/
mailto:office@twinspires.org.uk
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Keeping Calm in the Storm 

One of the most famous stories about Jesus is the calming of the storm (Luke 

8:22-25). Of course, anyone could say that the wind stopped suddenly of its 

own accord, but the disciples were not fooled. They had seen a number of 

these ‘coincidences’ in Jesus’ ministry, and they weren’t about to ignore this 

one. Jesus had calmed the waves with only His words. Wasn’t this an act of 

God? Who else could be in complete control of creation? 

Jesus dealt graciously with the very pressing and practical issue of the raging 

storm before He did a bit of teaching, asking His followers, ‘Where is your 

faith?’ It’s not surprising that they were scared, given the circumstances, but 

clearly Jesus expected better of them. He had already been teaching them for 

some time, and clearly knew they were ready to trust Him.  

In similar circumstances, Christians often do several things in quick 

succession. We start by panicking and being afraid. After a while we might 

remember what we know about God’s character and pray for help, trusting 

that whatever happens He will help us to handle it. Most often, we don’t 

get the storm-calming effect when we ask for it, but battling on with faith 

and God’s help is much easier than trying to keep going in a panic.  

‘Peace’ in this kind of situation is a very active holding on to what we 

know about God. The difference between trusting and not trusting can be 

like night and day in terms of stress levels. I have found that it can make 

the difference between unmanageable stress and something that stretches 

me and teaches me something new.  

Knowing some science can help us to trust God. A Being who created the 

whole universe, sustaining the wonderfully creative processes that produced 

diverse life on earth, must be both extremely powerful and extremely wise. 

The God who can both calm the waves and walk on them must be in complete 

control of the things He made. When this knowledge goes hand in hand with 

experience of God’s intimate love for us and care for us in every situation that 

we find ourselves in, I am reassured that He’s got things in hand. I will always 

need help from others to pray faithfully in stormy 

situations, but hopefully I’ve seen enough now 

not to panic for too long. 

Time (and my closest friends) will tell! 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz 

The Faraday Institute for Science & Religion 
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Congo Connections 

In July, the Founding Director of Kimbilio (Congo 

Children Trust) Ian Harvey, travelled to DR 

Congo, with a team of 8 visitors for the joyous 

occasion of the official opening of the Kimbilio 

Primary School. We look forward to sharing news of his visit next month. 

The foundation stone for the Kimbilio Primary School was laid in July 

2019 on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Kimbilio 

project. The school opened her doors in October 2021 and there are now 

162 children attending each day. The children are taught by a committed 

team of 7 teachers, led by the impressive headteacher Mr Didier Ilunga. 

Weeks after the Pet’s Service, 

nobody had claimed the monkey 
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From the Registers 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Baptisms ‘One Lord, one faith, one baptism’               (Ephesians 4:5) 

17 July Emilia Chiara Morris                                                St John’s 
 

Weddings ‘Marriage should be honoured by all’ (Hebrews 13:4) 

9 July  Mathew West & Jade Harding St John’s 
 

Funerals ‘Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have fallen asleep’                        (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

27 June   Margaret Pauline Whetren (95)          Interred at St Boniface 

11 July   Marjorie Joyce Helen Chalker (89)                          St John’s 

12 July   John Francis Sessions (76)                 Interred at St Boniface 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Month  
Dear Heavenly Father, 

In this month of August, thank You for your presence. Whether we’re at 

home or on holiday, in one place or travelling, working or resting, happy or 

sad, young, middle-aged or elderly, You are with us. 

As we journey through the different stages of this life on earth, help us to 

know that wonderful assurance of Your presence, by putting our trust in 

Jesus now. 

No matter what ups and downs come our way, we will never be alone. You 

are with us, sharing it all day by day - and leading us home. 

Thank You, Lord of all our journeys, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Daphne Kitching 
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Suggestions for your Prayers 

Pray for people affected by hunger and water shortages in the 

Horn of Africa; for provision of nourishing food and clean water, 

for world leaders to commit funding and action to tackle the 

crisis, for God to bring the rainfall that is needed to give abundant 

harvests and for God’s love to be revealed through the church and 

for peace where there is strife. 

Give thanks for the work of Street Pastors. Pray for them as they patrol the 

streets aiming to offer reassurance, safety and support; that God will 

prompt them to be in the right place, at the right time, for the people who 

need their help. Pray that He will protect them and give them wisdom in 

each situation and use them to show His love to those they meet. 

Give thanks for all those who work at our local schools. Pray that they will 

have the chance to have a really good break this summer so that they can 

go back in September properly refreshed. Pray too for the children and 

young people who have suffered anxiety over the pandemic; that they will 

recover fully. Remember especially those moving on to a new stage of 

education. 

Pray for all the outreach summer camps running this year (eg by Scripture 

Union, CPAS etc). Ask that they will be well attended, that God will keep 

everyone safe and that He will bless them so that many attending will come 

to know of God’s love and commit their lives to Him. 

Pray for all those on holiday this month. That they might have a relaxing 

time and come back refreshed, renewed, strengthened and re-enthused to 

continue their work. 

Pray for parents who have children with severe physical, mental or 

emotional difficulties. Ask that they might have the strength they need and 

that they will be able to access support, especially this month when there is 

no school. Pray too for families coping with serious injury or illness; that 

they might be aware of God’s presence with them. 

Pray that God will have mercy on all of us and give our 

politicians, CEOs, scientists and indeed all of us the will, 

the wisdom and the knowledge we need to make the 

changes necessary to avoid catastrophic warming of the 

planet. 
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Regular giving through one of the available schemes is 

encouraged as this helps the PCC fund its mission and ministry. 

Please consider using the Parish Giving Scheme 

www.parishgiving.org.uk This is a direct debit system that 

reduces the administrative burden locally but still ensures that all 

of your donation, together with any gift aid recoverable, reaches 

this parish. The dedicated telephone number is 0333 002 1271. Donors will 

need their parish’s PGS Code which is: PGS Parish Code 416012141 The 

Parish of Nursling with Rownhams in the Diocese of Winchester.  

More information on ‘giving’ is available from 

the Office and the church website. There is also a 

link for one-off donations, look for the donate 

button on our website, or use the QR code. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have the right Will? 
Contact us for a Free Consultation 
 

Wills and Powers of Attorney 
No obligation initial meeting 
At your convenience: 
Daytime, Evenings or 
Weekends 
 

Private Will Services LLP 
www.pwsllp.co.uk 
Contact Us Now 
02380 070169 

 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/a95c497c-0e09-4ae2-82e7-18879652e7d7
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ROMSEY CAR BODY REPAIRS 
 

UNBEATABLE QUALITY, VALUE & SERVICE 
Courtesy cars to keep you on the road 

www.romseycarbodyrepairs.co.uk 
Services also include: 

 

*  Alloy Wheel Refurbishment  *  Smart Repairs 
*  Headlight Refurbishment  *  Insurance Estimates 

*  Courtesy Cars available 

ROMSEY GARAGE SERVICES 
AT VEHICLE SOLUTIONS 

 
Servicing                           Aircon                           Trade 

   from                                Re-Gas                        Labour 

    £99                                 £49.99                           Rates 

 
Services include but are not limited to: 

*  Servicing  *  Clutch Replacement 
*  Diagnostics  *  MOT Repairs and Tests Arranged 

*  Tyre Replacement  *  Airbag & Engine Management Resets 

www.romseycarbodyrepairs.co.uk 

BUILT ON REPUTATION & QUALITY 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 2000 

Vehicle Solutions, Budds Lane, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0HA 
Telephone: 01794 511999 

 

 

           

More than just 

a bookshop 
 

Books, Bibles, Wholefoods, Cards, Music, Craft, 

Children’s Area,  Scout & Guide Uniform  
 

25 Church Street Romsey SO51 8BT  

01794 512194  shop@oasisromsey.co.uk  

oasisromsey.co.uk    

uk.bookshop.org/shop/oasisromsey 
 

 

The Samaritans 
always available, 

always confidential 
Call National – 116 123 (free) 

www.samaritans.org/ 
 

Visits between 10am & 10 pm 
11 College Place, London Rd, 

Southampton, SO15 2FE 
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PREMIER WHEELIE BIN CLEANING 
We are a family run business, established in 2003. 

We offer a premium fortnightly bin cleaning service that will leave your 
bin thoroughly cleaned, deodorised and smelling of a sweet fragrance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our prices are as follows: 

£30 for 11 fortnightly cleans. 

Monthly standing order (after the first block of cleans) £6 per month 

Please email us at               premierbincleaning@virginmedia.com. 

Find us on Yell.com   and Facebook. 
 

 

Grahame E. Jones           90 Chalvington Road 

Plumbing & Heating Chandlers Ford Gas Safety 
 SO53 3EH Register 

 Tel: (023) 8025 1866 Number 20430 

mob: 07860 473207 email: gej61@hotmail.co.uk 

I install and repair:- Central Heating.  Radiators.  Bathroom Suites.  Vanity Basins. 

Guttering.  Lead Work.  Blocked Drains.  Burst Pipes.  Dripping Taps. 

Do you know where your stopcock is?  Is your roof tank lagged? 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.  ESTIMATES FREE. 

Shaun Cassidy 
C.G.L.I.  A.E.W.V.H  A.B.P.T. Member 

• Modern Pianos Bought & Sold • Viewing by Appointment Please 

• After-Sales Tuning & Servicing • Piano Stools & Other Accessories 

                                                                                     Supplied to Order 

(023) 80783009      Mobile 07976 810094 
E-Mail shaun.cassidy93@ntlworld.com 

9 Clifton Road, Shirley, Southampton 

 
CASSIDY PIANOS – TUNING & REPAIRS 
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Mike Darby, BDS 
Dental Practice 

We are a well established family practice giving 
our patients excellent dental care at an affordable 

price. 
We offer treatment on a ‘pay as you go’ basis or 
on our dental plan starting from £8.75 per month. 
Please visit our website for further information or 

call us for a practice leaflet. 
 

Tel: 02380 702007 
Veriam Dental Practice, Dolton Road, Maybush, SO15 5DT 

www.veriamdental.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 


